
nership of local organizations, teachers, principals and school children.
Using educational materials produced primarily by BTNEP and the
Terrebonne Parish School Board, teachers were given the information need-
ed to inform and motivate students to action.  This resulted in a massive let-
ter-writing campaign in which nearly 40,000 letters were written over a
three year period to President Clinton, Governor Foster, congressional lead-
ers, and major media outlets, requesting national assistance with the land
loss problem in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary.  This year, Cable News
Network (CNN) several of the participating schools.   

Another private effort is that of a nature-based tourism business in the
community of Marrero, whose stated mission is to preserve the Barataria-
Terrebonne ecosystem.  Mr. Bill Quenan, of Cypress Swamp Tours, provides
all his boat captains and other employees, as well as the general public with
information about land loss in the Estuary.  Speaking with 2500 visitors per
week about these issues, his employees are doing their part in spreading
the word to the rest of the nation. 

Water Quality
In the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary, land and water are inextricably

linked.  Estuary residents live their lives close to the estuary, and interact
with it for food, employment, and recreation.  Life in the estuary is essen-
tially water-based and the range of human activities on land and in the
water directly and immediately affect water quality.  Water quality is impor-
tant not only for the health and livelihoods of estuary residents, but also for
public acceptance of freshwater diversions of river water into the estuary
for restoration.  Three of BTNEP’s seven priority problems - eutrophication,
pathogen contamination, and toxic substances - threaten water quality in
the estuary.  Several BTNEP Action Plans address these Priority Problems,
and the Barataria-Terrebonne Partnership has put significant amounts of
energy and resources towards these threats.

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) has been
active in eliminating discharges of raw sewage from residences and camps
in Barataria-Terrebonne.  Many approved onsite sewage systems have been
installed in estuary parishes since 1996.  In addition, BTNEP has partnered
with DHH and the DEQ Nonpoint Source Program to produce a video
called “Dilution is not the Solution”.   DHH has also played a lead role in
the BTNEP Management Conference Action Plan team in guiding a BTNEP
project, which has the potential to reduce pollution in coastal areas.  With
funding from the DEQ Nonpoint Source Program, this BTNEP project – the
Marsh Upwelling System, was developed by engineers at Louisiana State
University.  It works by pumping sewage effluent beneath coastal marshes,
where the freshwater effluent then percolates up through the denser salt
water, using the natural ecosystem as a filter to remove nutrients and
pathogens. This low-tech system was one of many  alternative technologies
outlined in the BTNEP publication Performance Survey of Alternative
Sewage Technologies.  It was selected by the BTNEP Management

Conference as the most promising new technology to demonstrate in
coastal areas.

BTNEP has on board a full-time staff person working on
sewage related issues through funding

from the Gulf of
Mexico Program’s
S h e l l f i s h
Challenge. The
S h e l l f i s h
C h a l l e n g e
seeks to
increase har-
vestable shell-
fish beds in the
Estuary and
Gulf wide.
Four projects
have been pri-
oritized, three
of which con-
tribute to the
reduction of
sewage pollu-
tion.  These
p r o j e c t s
i n c l u d e
installing new
p u m p
outs/dump sta-
tions at marinas

throughout the estuary, connecting poorly operating individual wastewater
treatment systems in Terrebonne Parish to an existing wastewater treatment
plant, and rerouting storm water away from oyster growing beds through
wetlands, using the natural ability of wetlands to filter sewage pollution.

Rachel Somers, a member of the Delta Service Corps is also stationed
in the BTNEP office.  Among many education and outreach projects she is
involved in, Storm Drain Marking is among the most popular.  Using fund-
ing from the DEQ Nonpoint Source program, Ms. Somers designed and pro-
duced a custom marker for applying to community storm drains. This sporty
marker boasts the Estuary Program mascot, Clawdette the Blue Crab, and a
message, which reads “Dump No Waste, Drains to Estuary”.  Somers has
worked with many volunteer groups including 4-H and Girl Scouts, their
parents, teachers, and members of a local Americorps group to mark many

Left to right, top to bottom-Eddie Landrum (Shellfish Challenge Coordinator),
Deborah Schultz (ES II), Kerry St. Pé (Program Director), Dean Blanchard (ES
III), Rachel Somers (Delta Service Corp. Member), Matt Phillips (DIMS
Contractor), Sandra Helmuth (Program Analyst II). Not shown: Andrew
Barron (ES III), Richard DeMay (ESC), Alaina Owens (Student Worker)
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